
April
 MANUFACTURED HOME SAFETY 

Manufactured homes are transportable structures that are fixed to a chassis and specifically designed to be 
towed to a residential site. They are not the same as modular or prefabricated homes, which are factory built 
and then towed in sections to be installed at a permanent location. 

The federal government regulates construction of manufactured housing. Since 1976, manufactured homes 
have been required to comply with U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
manufactured housing construction and safety standards, which cover a wide range of safety requirements, 
including fire safety. Post-197 6 manufactured homes bear a label certifying compliance with these standards. 

The HUD standard has been enhanced over the years and the HUD "Final Rule" for smoke alarms in 
manufactured homes is largely based upon NFPA 501. Today, new construction of manufactured housing is 
required to contain, among other provisions: 
• Factory installed hard wired or 10 year battery source, interconnected smoke alarms with battery back-up

(including alarms inside or immediately adjacent to all rooms designated as sleeping areas, top of the stairs
and on the basement ceiling near the stairs)

• Provisions for special devices for hearing and visually impaired persons.

NFPA's national fire data indicate that manufactured homes built to HUD standards have a much lower risk 
of death and a significantly reduced risk of injury if fire occurs compared to the pre-standard manufactured 
homes. 

) Despite the federal requirements for factory-installed smoke alarms, 38% of 1999 fires in post-HUD Standard 
manufactured homes were reported as having no smoke alarms present. Since the homes are required to be 
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JANUARY

CARBON MONOXIDE HAZARDS 

Dangers of Carbon Monoxide 
• Carbon Monoxide (CO) is a gas you cannot see, taste or smell. It is often called

"the invisible killer." It is created when fossil fuels, such as kerosene, gasoline,

coal, natural gas, propane, methane, or wood do not burn completely. CO gas

can kill people and pets.

• CO poisoning can result from malfunctioning or improperly vented furnaces or

other heating appliances, portable generators, water heaters, clothes dryers, or

cars left running in garages.

• Headache, nausea, and drowsiness are symptoms of CO poisoning. Exposure

to CO can be fatal.

Installation of CO Alarms 
• Choose a CO alarm that has the label of a recognized testing laboratory.

• Install and maintain CO alarms inside your home to provide early warning of CO.

• When traveling or staying away from home, bring a travel CO alarm.

• Install and maintain CO alarms outside each separate sleeping area, on every level of the home, and in

other locations as required by laws, codes, or standards. Follow the manufacturer's installation

instructions for placement and mounting height.

• For the best protection, have CO alarms that are interconnected throughout the home. When one

sounds, they all sound.

• If you have combination smoke-carbon monoxide alarms, follow the directions for smoke alarm

installation.

• CO alarms are not substitutes for smoke alarms and vice versa. Know the difference between the sound

of smoke alarms and the sound of CO alarms.

Testing and Replacement 
• Test CO alarms at least once a month and replace them if they fail to respond when tested. The sensors

of CO alarms have a limited life. Replace the CO alarm according to manufacturer's instructions or

when the end-of-life signal sounds.

• Know the difference between the sound of the CO alarm and the smoke alarm, and the low battery

signals. If the audible low-battery signal sounds, replace the batteries or replace the device. If the CO

alarm still sounds, get to a fresh air location and call 9-1-1.

• To keep CO alarms working, follow manufacturer's instructions for cleaning. The instructions are

included in the package or can be found on the internet.
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February

HEATING SAFETY: SPACE HEATERS 

Heating equipment is a leading cause of 

home fire deaths. Half of home heating 

equipment fires are reported during the 

months of December, January, and 

February. Some simple steps can 

prevent most heating-related fires from 

happening. 

Genera) Tips 

• Have a 3-foot (1 meter) "kid-free

zone" around open fires and space

heaters.

Heat your home safely. 

Keep anything that can bum 
3 feet away from a fireplace, 
wood stove or space heater. 
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• All heaters need space. Keep anything that can burn at least 3 feet (1 meter) away from heating

equipment.

• Never use your oven or stove for heating. Ovens and stoves are not designed to heat your home.
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Portable Electric Space Heaters 

• Turn heaters off when you go to bed or

leave the room.

• Purchase and use only portable space

heaters listed by a qualified testing

laboratory.

• Purchase and use space heaters that

have an automatic shut off - if they tip

over, they shut off.

• Place space heaters on a solid, flat

surface and keep them and their electrical

cords away from things

• that can burn, high traffic areas, and

• Plug space heaters directly into wall outlets and never into an extension cord or power strip.

• Do not plug anything else into the same circuit as the one you are using for your space heater. Doing so

could result in overheating.

• Check often for a secure plug/ outlet fit. If the plug does not fit snugly into the wall outlet or if the plug

becomes very hot, the outlet may need to be replaced. Have a qualified electrician replace the wall outlet.

• Inspect for cracked or damaged cords, broken plugs, or loose connections. Replace them before using

the space heater.

47 





             March
 PET FIRE SAFETY 

Pets give us comfort, friendship, and unconditional love. Our connection to them can be among the 

strongest relationships in our lives. But pets can cause fires. We need to be careful with pets in the home. 

Pets and wild animals have a part in starting about 700 home fires per year. Roughly ¾ of these fires were 

started by cooking equipment, fireplaces or chimneys, lighting or candles. 

Safety Tips 
• Pets are curious. They may bump into, turn on, or knock over cooking equipment. Keep pets away from

stoves and countertops.

• Keep pets away from candles, lamps, and space heaters.

• Always use a metal or heat-tempered glass screen on a fireplace and keep it in place.

• Keep pets away from a chimney's outside vents. Have a "pet-free zone" of at least 3 feet away from the

fireplace. Glass doors and screens can stay dangerously hot for several hours after the fire goes out.

• Consider battery-operated, flameless candles. They can look and smell like real candles.

• Some pets are chewers. Watch pets to make sure they don't chew through electrical cords. Have any

problems checked by a professional.

Prepare 
• Have working smoke alarms on every level of the home. Test your smoke alarms at least once a month.

• If the smoke alarm sounds, get out and stay out.

• Never go back inside for pets in a fire. Tell firefighters if your pet is trapped.

• Make sure pets are included in your family's wildfire evacuation plan.

• Build an evacuation kit for each pet in your household. Ensure each kit is a size and weight that can be

quickly and easily loaded into a vehicle when packing to evacuate.

Information provided by NFPA h tp:/h ''"-v.nfp:Lorg-/-/mcdi:1/Jjle�/17ublic-educatitm/n.:spurccs/.arcry-tip­

sher:ts/p ls� fctytips.pd f?,1s= 1 &iar= I &la=en 
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